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Welcome to the pillowcase clothespin bag tutorial.  This is my very own de-
sign and uses one of my favorite fabric sources, old pillowcases, to make another
love - anything to do with clotheslines.  I hope that you enjoy this tutorial and re-
spect all of my hard work and time that has gone into making this!

As such, I ask that you make these aprons only for personal use, gifts and to
sell at local craft fairs and farmers markets, so long as I am listed as the pattern
creator and my website included with the apron. PLEASE don’t sell these on
line.  As I am giving this tutorial away for FREE, I’d like the opportunity to make a
little bit of money off of them with my personal on line sales.  Remember, this is a
copyrighted work!

Thank you for understanding and enjoy the tutorial!           ~Jeannie

Steps:

1) Turn your pillowcase inside out.  Using
your seam ripper, take out the stitching
around the casing edge (the open end of
the pillowcase) and unfold the casing all
around.  There should be about a ½ inch of
fabric folded under still - leave that fold-
ed under.  Iron the big crease flat.

If using a different sized case, the length of the case,
with the casing edge unfolded, should be 35 inches.  Then,
iron under ½ inch to the wrong side.  Continue as normal.

2) Using your rotary cutter, cut off 5
inches along the long side with the seam
of the pillowcase.  (You might have to fold
the case up in ½ long wise to get your ro-
tary ruler to go that far, I did.)  The big
part of the pillowcase that is left should
be 15-16 inches wide.

Supplies Needed:
- standard size pillowcase  - ruler  - iron

- sewing machine   - sewing pins

-rotary cutter or scissors  - seam ripper



3)  Taking the 5 inches that you just cut
off, trim off the seam edge to make the
remaining bit 4 ½ inches wide.  Trim off the
end stitching, too.

4)  You should now have two pieces of fab-
ric that are 4 ½ inches wide by about 34
inches long.  There will be no original seams
left on the straps (they have all been cut
off).  These will be your straps for your
apron.

5)  To make the straps, you have two op-
tions.  You can sew this into a tube and then
turn right side out or fold in the edges and
then top stitch.  (The first method is prob-
ably easiest for new sewers.)

To do the tube method, fold the strip right
sides together and then only stitch along
the straight edge.  The end from the open
side of the case should have the ½ inch
folded over - leave that end open.  Turn
right side out, then top stitch the folded
end and the seam you just made.

To do the other method, fold both long
edges over ¼ inch to the wrong side of the
fabric.   Iron.  Fold in ½ lengthwise, wrong
sides together, and top stitch along the
long side and the edge that has the fabric
folded over already.

Iron the straps flat.



For a while, we’ll be working on the main
piece of the pillowcase.

6)  Along the lengthwise cut edge, turn over
½ inch to the wrong side of the case and
iron.  This will create a seam edge later on.
Turn the case right side out.

7)  Lay the pillowcase out flat.  At the top
of the case, which was previously ironed
flat (except for the ½ inch folded in to the
wrong side) fold both sides over together

 3 ¾ inches.  Pin this in place and iron the
crease.

8)  Fold this part forward now 2 ¼ inches
and iron.  It should look like this picture.
The creased edge from step 6 is now the
bottom edge on the left.  The open edge of
the case should be to the right of the
creased edge.

This is the beginning of the waist band of
your apron.

9)  Unfold the last crease from step 7.

Sew 1/4 of an inch from the open edge of
the pillowcase across the back of your
apron.  Don’t worry, this will not show on
the front.



10)  On your rotary cutting mat or table,
turn the case over, with the seam you just
sewed facing down.

Fold the original bottom seamed edge of
the pillowcase up towards the crease from
step 7.  As you can see, some pillowcases
are not cut straight - you will want to cor-
rect this.  To do so, make sure that the
bottom fold that you just made is about 14
inches on both sides from the fold - this
should leave about a 1 inch gap between the
seamed edge and the fold.

11)  Now, for a bit of origami fun.  We’re
making the pocket openings now!

Place your rotary ruler or another straight
edge 6 inches from the crease.

Take the corners from the seamed edge
and fold towards the inside (see picture) to
rest on the edge of the ruler.  This will re-
sult in about 3 inches in the center.

Pin the angled edges in place, but do not pin
through the back of the case.

Pin the straight sides that the ruler is hid-
ing through both the front and back sides.

12)  Top stitch the angled edges using a ¼
inch seam allowance.  Leave the straight
sides on the bottom pinned together, just
fold the angled edges away from the back
and stitch.

Notice that the seamed edge is above the
stitching done in step 8.



13)  Fold the angled pieces back up, return-
ing to the 1 inch below the fold in the waist
band.  Pin in place.  Stitch ¼ inch from the
edge.

Notice that this is above the stitching
from the back.  This will result in this bit
being hidden from the front.

14)  Take your straps and place the raw
edge 1 inch or so inside the pillowcase,
folded edge close to the folded edge of the
waist band.  The stitching line of the strap
should be on the bottom.  Pin in place.

When you refold the top of the waist band
over, the bottom of that should be below
the stitched edge of your strap.

Stitch ½ inch from the end of each strap.

15)  Fold the waist band down over the
straps and the angled front.  Pin in place.

Stitch ¼ inch from the folded edge of the
waist band going all the way across the
front of the apron.

Stitch ¼ inch from each side edge being
sure to go all the way to the top of the
apron.



16)  One of the flaps that you folded down
will not be sewn shut (it is from the cut
edge when you cut off the straps).  Care-
fully top stitch 1/8 of an inch from the
edge to close this up.   Position the fabric
so that you are only sewing through the flap
and not through the entire apron.  (The
other flap will be the seamed edge from
the bottom of the pillowcase and will not
need to be sewn shut.)

17)  Iron flat.  Put on and go hang out some
laundry!!!!

Apron specifics:

- should hold about 150 clothespins

- about 15 inches wide

- about 14 inches tall

- straps are about 32 inches long each

Thank you for making a Pillowcase Clothes-
pin Apron!  Please respect my work and do
not sell these on the internet.  Personal use
and selling at craft fairs and farmers mar-
kets is encouraged however.  :)
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